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Forests

Did you know that the forest industry is the fifth largest industry
in the state? More than 18,000 Marylanders depend on the forest
products industry for their livelihood. Forest harvesting is a vital
tool for enhancing and improving the diversity and beauty of
Maryland forests while providing benefits to society.

• Forests are large areas of undisturbed woods, usually several
hundred acres in size. They have 3 levels: herbaceous plants
grow on the ground; small trees and bushes grow in the shady
under-story; and tall trees of many types form the canopy. The
habitats change from the forest center to the edges and support
different species of animals and trees.
• The central forest provides a unique habitat for forest interior
dwelling birds, such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, woodpeckers
and owls. These “song birds” add music to the forests that cannot
be heard in the cities or suburbs. To support these sensitive and
sometimes endangered species, the forest must have a closed
canopy (when you look up, you see many trees and little sky).
• I n addition to birds, deep forests support a variety of mammals,
reptiles and amphibians. Fallen trunks and large branches of
dead trees provide habitat for snakes, salamanders and frogs.
A variety of insect also rely on these downed logs.
• F ragmentation is caused by breaks in the forest for power lines,
roads or other development. Creatures who need the quiet of
the deep forest will move out when the forest is broken up into
smaller woodlands. Fragmentation disrupts the sensitive forest
and forces change to its inhabitants.
• I n 1991, Maryland passed the Forest Conservation Act (FCE) to
minimize the loss of Maryland’s forest resources during land
development, the largest cause of deforestation in the area.
During the first 15 years of implementation, the FCA reviewed
199,925 acres of forest on projects slated for development. Of
those, 120,638 acres were retained as forests. Although 71,885
acres were approved for clearing, 21,461 were replanted.
The FCA saved twice as much forested acreage as was allowed
to be developed!

Forest harvests:
• Mimic forest changes that occur naturally.
• Improve forest health and increase growth rate by
reducing competition.
• Improve species diversity, which increases wildlife habitat
and forest resilience to insects and disease outbreaks.
• Create wildlife habitat for species, such as woodcock and the
golden winged warbler, that require specific forest ages,
densities, and types.

Champion Tulip Poplar

Natural Resources
Career Camp

Champion Trees
in Howard County

High School Students – It’s summer!
Spend a week in the woods at Camp Hickory Environmental
Education Center in Garrett County for Natural Resources Career
Camp. Each year, two local students are sponsored by the
Forestry Board.

The Howard County Forestry Board keeps an inventory of large
trees by collecting data, measuring and submitting certain trees
to Maryland’s Big Tree Program. Some Howard County trees are
even national champions!

The camp will help you prepare for a career in forest management
or environmental sciences. For more information, please visit
www.marylandforestryboards.org/nrcc.cfm.

Common Name

Height

Spread Circumference

Bitternut Hickory

141’

44’6”

5’11”

Swamp Chestnut Oak

120’

123’6”

17’5”

Slippery Elm

59’

66’6”

10’

Sycamore

106’

129’

19’6”

Tulip Poplar

104’

123’

24’

These are just a selection of Howard County’s Champion
Trees! For more Champion Tree Facts, visit the Forestry
Board website, www.howardcountyforestryboard.org. The
Howard County Register of Champion Trees is now online.
Many of these trees, like the Howard County Conservancy’s
champion Tulip Poplar pictured above, can be visited.

Forest Conservancy
District Board

Howard County Forestry Board
c/o Maryland Forest Service
17400 Annapolis Rock Road
Woodbine, MD 21797

www.howardcountyforestryboard.org

INSIDE PAGES
How to Plant a Tree
Howard County Forest
Conservancy District Board
Members of the Forest Conservancy Board, promote conservation of
Maryland’s forest resources and advocate sound forest management
practices incorporating timber harvesting, replanting and preservation.
We are foresters, landscape architects, farmers, environmental
specialists and forest fans. Each of the 24 forestry boards in Maryland
works on regional and local issues with its respective government
agencies, farmers and other land owners.

Arboreta Program
The Arboreta program adds tree tags, interpretive signs and other
educational services to existing parks and cultivated gardens in the
county. Interpretive signs have been added to Centennial Park,
Jackson Pond, Lake Elkhorn, Wilde Lake, Elkridge Park, Robinson
Nature Center, Howard Community College, Pigtail Recreation Area
and the County Office Complex in Ellicott City.

Tree watering tips
1. A deep watering twice
a week while your tree
is getting established is
better than frequent
light watering

Use two opposing, flexible ties
– when stack is necessary
Ties should be placed on the
lower half of the tree and allow
trunk movement

2. Trees should receive
10 gallons of water a
week for every caliper
inch

Our mission: To promote the stewardship, conservation, and
sustainable use of Maryland’s Forest Resources.
The Forestry Boards were established in 1943 to assist the State’s
Forest, Park, and Wildlife Services with the promotion of rural forest
management on privately owned woodlands. Their original goal
was to help assure a supply of wood fiber products through scientific
forest management. Today, the role of the Forestry Boards has been
expanded to help restore the Chesapeake Bay, improve the
environment in urban and suburban areas, and educate the public
about the wide range of forest benefits.
Some of the activities the Howard County
Forestry Board are involved in include:
• Tree planting
• Attending events to promote board activities and
sustainable forestry
• Creating arboreta throughout Howard County
• Recruiting and awarding scholarships for the
Natural Resources Careers Camp
• Updating and maintaining the Maryland Big Tree Program
for Howard County trees
• Aiding with Maryland Urban Community Forest Committee
(MUCFC) grants
If you’re interested in volunteering
with the Howard Forestry Board or
becoming a member, please contact
the Maryland Forest Service Howard
County office at 410-442-2080 or
visit our website at
www.howardcountyforestryboard.org.

Keep mulch
1 to 2
inches
back
from
trunk

Arboreta at the George Howard Building

Benefits of Trees
and Wooded Areas
• Moderate harsh weather
• Provide shade
• Provide privacy
• Absorb heat while releasing water vapor (cools the air)
• Break the wind and reduce wind chill
• Improve air quality (by absorbing pollutants)
• Soak up water after rain storms and slow down
storm water runoff
• Roots help hold soil in place, preventing erosion of stream banks

Tree Facts
1. The dominant tree type in Howard County is oak/
hickory. Other familiar species are maple, box elder,
and sycamore.
2. Tree leaves grow alternately or opposite each other on
the branch. Have you noticed that dogwood, maple and
ash trees all have opposite leaves?

Gently pack backfill,
using water to settle
soil around the root ball

Remove containers,
wrappings, wires,
and ties

Street Trees
are STRESSED Out
Did you know that growing next to a street or sidewalk can be
stressful for a tree? Trees roots are squished and have to grow under
the pavement. In the winter, street trees are “splashed” with salts
from cars and trucks, so they must be able to tolerate high salt
concentrations. Some of the oldest tree species that can survive next
to our roads include gingko and honey locust.

2- to 4-inch
layer of mulch

Trunk
flare

Set ball on firmly packed
soil to prevent settling

Urban Forests
All trees and shrubs from the city to the suburban fringes are included
in the urban ecosystem. This unique habitat includes not only trees
and other plants, but animals, birds, gardens and man. Man is part
of every ecosystem and his imprint is particularly harsh in urban and
suburban communities. No ecosystem on this planet is isolated from
man’s actions. In an ecosystem, there are many relationships among
organisms. These organisms (which includes all flora and fauna) interact with their environment. Ecosystems are complex communities.

